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When it comes to standing out and capturing attention,
restaurants have a tall order in front of them. So much of the
same is presented from one place to another, from one menu to
the next, that it takes ingenuity, imagination, creativity, and—
above all—talent to achieve success in such a crowded industry.
Fortunately for Café 44, they have all four in spades; and their
diners are eating it up—one delicious bite at a time.
Open since October 2017, the restaurant delivers the very sort
of culinary experience one would hope to find at a location so
picturesque as theirs, situated along the waterfront in Old Town
Alexandria. And while the panoramic view of the Potomac River
and rooftop terrace are certainly highlights, it is the seasonallydriven menu that brings guests to their door and anxious to take
a seat at their tables.
“I really wanted to create a stylish restaurant that offered chefdriven New American cuisine,” says owner Jula Jane. To call them
stylish would be an understatement, as the sleek, minimalistic
décor allows all eyes to be on their spectacular views and one
very unique feature: an undulating wall covered entirely in
greenery. In some ways, it sets up expectations of the food, as it
alludes to freshness and sustainability—two things that are high
on the priority list for Chef Nicki Lewis, though creativity and
taking the time to do things the right way are also paramount.
“Those are the things that make people want to taste your food,”

says Lewis, who created a menu that displayed her passion and
talents, from best sellers like Shrimp-n-Grits, Cajun Shrimp
Tacos, Avocado Toast, and a variety of colorful dishes on their
extremely popular three-course Prix Fixe Brunch menu.
Not to be missed during a trip to Café 44 is their impressive bar,
the seemingly endless stretch of real estate it occupies within the
restaurant is the perfect playground for Joe Q, the restaurant’s
charming and extremely gifted mixologist whose talents with
creating drinks is nothing short of epic. Using the foundation
of many of the classics, Joe Q has added his own twist, mixing
up signature drinks that incorporate some very unexpected and
innovative ingredients, and patrons can’t seem to get enough.
Naturally, their views make them the perfect venue for
celebrating special occasions, and they gladly rent out the
restaurant for events—their most beloved, of course, being
bridal showers, engagement parties, rehearsal dinners, and even
wedding receptions. “Our view and unique location make the
perfect backdrop for these special occasions, and patrons love
being in-the-know about this ‘hidden gem’ on the waterfront,”
says Jane. “Their guests are blown away when they walk in and
see the amazing views and stylish furnishings. Plus, we know how
to throw a great party!”
With such strengths in their corner, it’s little wonder that Café 44
has made such a mark on the restaurant scene in Old Town…And
clearly, they’ve got no intention of fading into the background.
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“He proposed on a trip to New York City after we saw Aladdin on
Broadway—which is one of my favorite things,” recalls Kathryn,
a pink-haired free spirit who works as a pharmacy technician.
Two months after saying yes, Kathryn said I do after walking
down the aisle on Café 44’s outdoor terrace on October 19,
2018, wearing an ethereal titanium gown with a full tulle skirt
and leaf-inspired accents, excited for her future and happy to
be facing it with Andrew. After the couple exchanged vows, the
newly married Mr. and Mrs. Richardson joined their friends
and family to continue the celebration at Café 44, the stunning
view serving as the perfect backdrop for their perfect day. As
the evening went on, so, too, did the party, and guests dined

on a buffet of fantastic food and danced to great music—with a
few memorable moments thrown in: “My cousins decided to do
an impromptu drunk karaoke rendition of Total Eclipse of the
Heart!” Kathryn recalls with a laugh.
Sweet as the occasion was, it was made even sweeter as Kathryn
and Andrew cut into their cake, a three-tier vanilla sponge with
decadent fresh mango puree mousse filling covered in grey and
white marble fondant accented with pink and splattered with
gold. After the last crumbs had been eaten and the last sip of
champagne tasted, the happy newlyweds bid their guests adieu,
ready to take a ride to the very top, holding hands and exchanging
kisses for the rest of their lives.
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Ferris wheels, thrilling rides, wacky games, sinfully decadent
foods…This is the stuff of fairs, and for countless couples all over
the country, fairs are perfect date material, lending themselves to
fun and flirtiness and more than a few clandestine kisses at the
top of the ride and in dark corners. And even though Kathryn
Marshman might not have realized it when she first met Andrew
Richardson through mutual friends at the Fairfax County Fair in
the summer of 2015, she was soon to be on a ride straight to love.
After a year and a half of dating, mechanic Andrew knew that he
wanted to spend the rest of his days with Kathryn, and so he took
his shot, hoping that he would win the greatest prize of his life.
28 • VIP ALEXANDRIA MAGAZINE

FEBRUARY 2020 • 29

